
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whittier Soundings 

            
 

Newsletter of the Whittier Flotilla 170-02-04 District 17 Alaska 
 

Bill Morris, FC      Tom Kane, VFC 
 

 Cathey Sterling, FSO-PB 
Volume XVIII 

Issue 9 
September 

2008 

 

OPERATIONS 
 

 

Four Overdue Boaters 
By Tom Kane, FSO-OP 

 
   The call from Sector woke me at 0130 Saturday 
morning. I was told that there were four people out 
in a boat in the Sound and they were overdue from 
the night before. Apparently, they borrowed a boat 
from a friend and agreed to go no further than 
Shotgun Cove to do some fishing. Sector asked if 
there was a crew in Whittier for the SAFEBoat to 
go on a SAR. Although Dave Brubaker was in 
Whittier at that time, there was no one else there 
to make up the rest of the crew. He and I had 
planned to do a patrol at 1100 on Saturday 
morning. At 0130, the tunnel would not be opened 
for another five hours and first light would not 
occur until 0730.  
 
There was nothing that could be done until the 
tunnel opened and we had some light.  At five 
thirty I called Dave to let him know I was coming 
through the tunnel and apprise him of the 
situation. When I emerged from the tunnel and 
drove past the last cruise ship of the year, I could 
see that heavy fog was rolling down the canal 
toward Whittier in the darkness. It was calm with 
no breeze. I met Dave by the caboose and we went 
to the SAFEBoat. As we were going through the 
pre departure list we discovered a problem with 
the steering and had to call sector and go into 
Charlie status with the 612.    
 
 

 
We located steering fluid from our OPFACS and 
returned to the 612 to correct the problem.  
 
Within thirty minutes we had the problem solved 
and notified Sector we were ready to go. We then 
communicated with CG Valdez who accepted our 
guard and updated us on new info. We left the 
harbor at 0745 and entered the fog bank. Our GAR 
was high amber. We made our way along the 
south shore of the Canal and did a shore line 
search from the breakwater of the harbor to the 
back of Shotgun Cove. Gratefully the fog lifted at 
Trinity Point and we could see a Coast Guard 
MH-60 helicopter from Kodiak and based in 
Cordova doing a shoreline search of the North 
Shore inbound to Whittier.  It was CG Air Rescue 
#6007, piloted by CG Captain Berghorn, 
Commander Air Station Kodiak, with copilot Lt. 
Doll.  
 
As we approached a sailboat in the back of 
Shotgun to ask if he had seen our overdue boat, a 
call came in on the radio from a boat that was 
traveling east past Decision Pt. and said that he 
could see what looked like a small white boat on 
the beach in front of Tabenkoff Glacier. We sped 
out of Shotgun while checking the shoreline in 
route to the sighting and as we passed Decision we 
could see what the boater had seen and headed to 
it. It turned out to be an iceberg from Blackstone 
Glacier.  
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The helo went into Shotgun and dropped a 
Deployable Data Marker and continued the search 
around Decision and then into Blackstone. Dave 
and I went to Entry, Zeigler and Pigot Bay to the 
cabin with no success. From here we went to the 
shoreline before Culross Passage and then into the 
Passage and all the bays on both sides. We 
continued to Long Bay. In Long Bay by the 
lagoon, we sited a skiff with a wind shield and 
what looked like several people standing up in it. 
It was the wrong color but our hopes were up 
when we saw it in the distance. We talked to the 
lone boater who was standing next to his center 
console, making it look like several people from a 
distance. He was bear hunting and watching his 
buddy who was on shore hunting.  
 
We headed back up the Passage and then east 
along the shore through Culross Bay and then over 
to the bays on Ester Island, asking commercial 
fishermen if they had seen anything. After coming 
out of Lake Bay we headed toward Ester Rock and 
then turned north into Wells Passage intending to 
go up to Ester Passage North and then cut across 
to Pakenham. We would then go south into Bettles 
and Hobo Bays.   
 
We were just entering North Granite to talk to a 
boater when the 6007 reported finding the Short 
Shot on the beach. As we turned around to go out 
of Granite we could see the light from the helo 
over by Bettles and we blasted off in that 
direction.  

 
Photo taken by Petty Officer 3rd Class Luke Cotturone 

 
The helo then confirmed his location to Valdez as 
Bettles Bay. The Helo was unable to land on the 
small beach to pick up the fishermen and asked 
Valdez to inform us that we would have to go to 
the beach and get the people and boat.               

We told them we were five minutes from their 
location and we could see the helo hovering above 
the boat. The helo came to our position and 
vectored us to the site of the beached boat.  
 
As we approached, we could see the four of them 
walking around and coming down from the 
hillside where they were berry picking. We 
checked with them about the integrity of their boat 
and then we had them don their life jackets and get 
into their boat. Dave went forward on the 612 to 
check in the water for rocks that could pose a 
problem but there were none so I slowly inched 
toward the shore. When he could reach them Dave 
threw a line to the operator and we dragged the 16 
foot boat off the beach and into deeper water.  
The helo immediately left to go to Whittier to get 
much needed fuel. We transferred the fishermen 
and fisherwoman to the 612 and put the Short Shot 
into a long tow. They were checked for signs of 
hypothermia and found to be in good shape. 
Luckily it was calm and dry all night and they 
managed to retain their body heat. We gave them 
water and food and cranked up the heat and within 
minutes two were asleep in the forward 
compartment. They had gone a lot further then 
Shotgun Cove on Friday evening and went north 
of Pigot. When they were returning they were not 
sure of where they were and then eventually ran 
out of gas as night approached. By 2030 it is pitch 
black on the water and they could not tell where 
land was and did not want to get close to a rocky 
shoreline and perhaps compound their problem. 
Not having navigational equipment or charts on 
board and dysfunctional VHF made matters 
worse. They somehow got a 911 call to Valdez 
police with a cell phone and let them know they 
were in trouble. They drifted in Port Wells all 
night and at first light the operator used a single 
oar to paddle to shore. It took him 4 ½ hours to 
reach the beach.  
 
On the way back we met the helicopter on its way 
out of Whittier and they showed us where we 
could pick up the Datum Marker. After delivering 
the people to the fuel dock we went back out to 
get the Marker. 
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On Sunday, in much sloppier weather, 20 knot 
winds and three foot seas, we found a boat drifting 
with the engine cover up and the operator trying to 
repair a radiator hose that broke and spewed 
coolant all over. We towed him toward Whittier 
out of the slop until he was able to make a repair 
and get underway again. 
 

September SAR in Western PWS 
By Dave Brubaker, FSO-AV 

 

The third weekend in September was busy for the 
second year in a row.  Case number 147 was 
unique in many ways.     
  
First, it was a “call out”, i.e. a case in which we 
weren’t already on patrol and Sector called us for 
assistance.  The call came to Tom Kane at 0130 on 
Saturday, Sep. 20.  At 0536 he called me.  The 
darkness and no tunnel openings dictated that we 
could not begin the search until first light.  The 
fog was initially intense outside the harbor 
limiting visibility to as little as 100feet.  Our first 
challenge came when 612’s steering wouldn’t 
function.  It took us an extra 30 minutes to find 
transmission fluid and fix the problem; fortunately 
the fog had just begun to clear remaining dense 
from the harbor to Trinity Point.   
 
Second, it was a case involving the CG’s MH-60 
helicopter based in Cordova.  CG Rescue #6007 
was piloted this time, by the Kodiak Air Station 
Commander himself.   
 

 
Photo taken by Tom Kane 

 
This is the same helicopter I flew on from St. Paul 
Island in February.  It’s the 4th time I can 
remember in the last 2 years that we’ve worked 
closely with the helos.  They’re great! 

 
Third, the Coast Guard dropped a data marker to 
track set and drift near the CSP (Commence 
Search Point) which in this case was Shotgun 
Cove. 
 
Fourth, this case actually got into newspapers.  A 
photo taken from 6007 and an accompanying story 
was prominently displayed in the September 22 
Anchorage Daily News. 
 

Medal Recipients 
By Cathey Sterling 

 
On September 11, the Coast Guard Public Affairs 
Department issued a press release. This release is 
about Alaska Coast Guardsmen Recognized for 
Heroism, Bravery.  
 
Four Alaska based Coast Guard personnel and one 
Canadian has been named as the Gold and Silver 
Medal Recipients from the Association for Rescue 
at Sea.  
 
Petty Officer 1st Class Willard Milam has been 
selected as the recipient of the Gold Medal for his 
involvement in the rescue three members from the 
fishing vessel Illusion Feb. 10, 2007. 
 
Alaska Coast Guard Auxiliarist Shane Taylor, 
Richard Liebe, and Raymond Miller and Canadian 
Coast Guard Auxiliarist Michael Cupit are the 
recipients of the Silver Medal for their 
involvement in the rescue of 13 individuals from a 
sinking charter boat near Seldovia. 
 
The Gold Medal is presented annually to a Coast 
Guardsman who has demonstrated selfless 
courage and heroism during a rescue of life at sea.  
The Silver Medal is presented to a Coast Guard 
Auxiliarist for extraordinary bravery during a 
rescue at sea. 
 
Congratulations and thank you for a job well done. 
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MEMBER EDUCATION 
 

 

AUX-12 Public Affairs 
By Cathey Sterling, FSO-PB 

 
District 17 was again the recipient of another 
excellent training event. 
 
At the request of Linda Shogren, DSO-PA, the 
Auxiliary Public Affairs C School traveled to 
Anchorage, Alaska.  
 
The purpose of this class is to provide training for 
basic performance skills such as methods of 
writing news and feature stories, effective 
interview techniques, press conferences, 
photography techniques, and interaction within the 
Auxiliary, Coast Guard Public Affairs and the 
media. 
 
Fourteen students from Alaska and one from 
California participated in this three day training. 
Alaska students arrived from Kodiak, Ketchikan, 
Sitka, Palmer, Seward and Anchorage. Whittier 
Flotilla had the good fortune of six members 
attending the class. 
 
Instructors Tom Nunes, Deputy Department Chief 
Public Affairs, Robert Westcott, Chief of Internal 
Communications, and Anthony Turner, Chief of 
External Communications, provided this group of 
students’ first-rate instruction.  
 
Linda Shogren invited several guests from the 
media to speak with the class.  
 
Jeff Jones, Publisher of Alaskan Publications, a 
newspaper division of Morris Communications 
discussed the various forms of media his company 
deals with, print, radio, and how they determine 
what information is used.  
 
Sara Francis, a USCG PA 1 Specialist, spoke to 
the class about the duties and responsibilities of 
public affairs. Sara stated the U. S. Coast Guard 
has a good reputation due to their honest quick 
responses.  
   
Andy Hall, Editor of Alaska Magazine told the 
class what the magazine requires in articles and 
photos submitted to them for publication.  

Coast Guard Reserve Captain Robert Forgit, also 
Area Manager for FEMA, and TV/Radio Weather 
forecaster discussed effective methods in 
preparing for an interview. He also described 
effective methods for dealing with difficult 
questions.  
 
Larry Campbell, Assistant Director of the Seattle 
Bureau, Associated Press spoke about how to get 
information to AP wire services, what is needed 
for an article to be reviewed and picked up as an 
item of news. 
      
These guests’ messages served to reinforce the 
instruction presented.  
 
The first project (homework if you will) for the 
class was writing a press release about the District 
17 Coxswain Academy boat crew receiving the 
Silver Medal from the Association for Rescues at 
Sea. The class was broken into three teams who 
then had to research the medal criteria then write a 
press release. At the end of this newsletter, you 
find a press release based on the combined efforts 
of the class.  
 
The second project assigned was preparing a 
media presentation after a major disaster.  Imagine 
being a member of the Joint Information Center 
and presenting a release to the media after such 
disasters as a Katrina size hurricane, a chlorine gas 
tank leak caused by bombing attack, a 1964 
proportioned earth quake, or a major bombing 
attack targeting large sporting and entertainment 
events and a hospital.  
 

 
Photo taken by Stewart Sterling 
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Meeting all the requirements, providing the 
information that will keep the citizens informed 
and safe, while protecting any items of 
information that are not subject to release were all 
part of the task. Now add the fact that all 
presentations were video taped and the instructors 
played reporters. It gave the class the feel of a real 
media presentation. 
    
Public affairs are really a job for all members of 
the auxiliary. Public education classes, boat 
shows, vessel exams, and any contact with the 
public is the when, where, why, who, what, and 
how of selling the auxiliary to the public.  

Whittier Flotilla 170-02-04 District 17 Alaska       Whittier Soundings        September 2008 
 

5

  
Thank you to the instructors and guest. 
 
A special thanks to Linda Shogren for getting 
AUX-12 instructors and the local media guests to 
provide District 17 with an exceptional class.  
 

 
Photo taken by Linda Shogren 

 

Better Photographs through Aux-PA Classes 
By Rae De Ley, FSO-MT 

 
Auxiliary Public Affairs (AUX-PA) Classes can 
make you a better photographer.  The USCG Aux 
offers a variety of PA Classes, both on-line and as 
C-Schools.  These classes can provide everything 
from an overview of the subject (AUX-20 
Introduction to Public Affairs) to specialized 
subjects such as Advanced Journalism (AUX-25), 
or Photography (AUX-26). 
 
You might already write really well or take really 
great photographs.  But an AUX-PA Class can 
make you better and maybe even teach you some 
new tricks.   
 

Did you know you could make your photos more 
interesting if you do not place the main subject in 
the center of your photo?  When you frame a 
photo consider dividing the photo into sections 
like a tick-tack-toe board.  Rather than putting 
your main subject item right in the center of the 
photo in the middle box, consider placing the item 
in any of the four locations where the tick-tack-toe 
grid intersects.  This approach can draw a person’s 
eye into your photo, making the photo more 
interesting or pleasing to the eye.   
 
To learn more about this photography method or 
PA tips and tricks consider taking a Public Affairs 
Class on the USCG AUX National Training 
Department Website at 
www.Auxtdept.org/members.org. 

 

Congratulations to Aux-12  
Public Affairs C-School graduates 

By Linda Shogren, DSO-PA  
 

I just want to congratulate all students that 
attended the public affairs C-school “road show” 
that was brought to Alaska last weekend 
…especially to our six Whittier Flotilla graduates! 
I am very proud of all that attended and know that 
we most certainly have a distinct edge to excel at 
all levels for public affairs projects and 
division/district challenges in the future. I look 
forward to working with the other graduates in the 
District who also attended. We had representatives 
from Kodiak, Sitka, Ketchikan, Kenai, Seward, 
Whittier and Mat-Su Flotillas. 
 
I sincerely thank Tom Nunes, Deputy Chief for 
Public Affairs, Anthony Turner, Chief of External 
Communications and Rob Westcott, Chief of 
Internal Communications/DSO-PA for CG District 
7, for making time to come to Alaska and 
presenting a interesting, fast paced and stimulating 
class.  
 
Whittier graduates were Sylvia Condy, Rae De 
Ley, Sigurd Murphy, Cathey and Stewart Sterling 
and Roy Stoddard.   
 
Sigurd Murphy has attained PA2 qualifications 
and Linda Shogren is now a PA1… both can sign 
off specific public affairs tasks.  



Membership Anniversaries 
Note: Sig Murphy has contributed a Press Release 
style article located on pages 7 & 8.   

 September Anniversaries 
FLOTILLA ELECTIONS Peter Denmark     JOINED 19 SEP 02 

Craig Woolard     JOINED 19 SEP 02  

 Lisa Woolard     JOINED 19 SEP 02 Put the next Flotilla meeting, October 8, 5:30pm, 
BP building cafeteria, on your calendar. Sigurd Murphy     JOINED 02 SEP 03 

William Reiter     JOINED 18 SEP 05  
 The election for Flotilla Commander (FC) and 

Flotilla Vice Commander (VFC) will be held 
during the regular meeting.   

   Thank you for your service and dedication to the 
Auxiliary and to the Whittier Flotilla. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

The election committee will announce the 
nominees for each office. Nominations from the 
floor will also be accepted prior to the election.    
 
This is your chance to choose your leadership for 
the next year.  
    

FELLOWSHIP 
 

 
You are invited to the Flotilla Fall Fellowship, 
Saturday, October 11, 6 to 10 pm.  
 
Mark and Katie Parmelee have graciously offered 
their home, at 18630 Snowy Plover Circle for this 
event.  

 
http://a1700204.uscgaux.info

  
Deanna will send an email coordinating the 
potluck for the fellowship. http://a170.uscgaux.info

 Driving Directions from Anchorage: 
FSO-PB Cathey Sterling Drive south on the Seward Hwy. P.O. Box 210643 Anchorage, AK 99521 

Turn left at Potter Valley Rd. the turn lane after 
passing Potter Marsh. 

907-529-7353   alaskaaux@gci.net
 

Go up the hill to Snowy Plover Circle, the second 
street on the right. 

 
 

It is the 4th house on the right and has a red front 
door. 

 
 

Call Mark and Katie, 345-3899 if you need 
assistance. 
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

 
 

 
 
 

Date: 22 September 2008 
 

Contact: Sigurd E. Murphy 
Auxiliary Sector Coordinator 

(907)264-0655 or at sem@alaska.net  
 

 Press Release 
Alaska’s Coast Guard Auxiliary Trains for Public Affairs  
 
Anchorage 
For three days, 16 members of the United Sates Coast Guard Auxiliary from units around the state 
attended the Public Affair (PA) Department AUX-12 class in Anchorage taught by instructors 
Thomas Nunes, Robert Westcott and Anthony Turner. 
 
One of the primary goals of Auxiliary public affairs is to make the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
synonymous with boating education and safety, nationally and locally. Public affairs, which 
includes informing the public of what the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary does, is one of the 
most essential jobs we have in the Auxiliary. Effective communication to the boating public about 
our services and activities encourages participation in our safe boating classes, other public 
education, and recreational boating activities including vessel inspections. Informing them about 
our safety patrols and actual search and rescues educates boaters about how to avoid dangerous 
conditions, encourages the development of better boating skills and lets them know we are there to 
help. 
 
The class attendees learned how to develop programs and activities to promote the best possible 
image for the Auxiliary and the Coast Guard as a whole.  These include creating and disseminating 
articles for local and national publication, developing liaisons with the local and state media for 
timely news releases, how to better inform the public of our Public Education and Recreational 
Boating Safety activities, and encouraging all of our members to promote safe boating. 
 
Linda Shogren, DSO-PA D17, helped put the class together and arranged for a number of 
excellent guest speakers, including Larry Campbell the Associated Press Northwest region 
assistant director, to speak to the students and answer questions. The requirements for the class 
were rigorous and included pre-class PA Department internet course completion, written 
assignments and homework during the three days as well as continuing homework after the class 
that must be completed before members can graduate from AUX-12. 
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As a result of all of this work, there is new enthusiasm for PA activities through-out District 17 and 
a new crop of Public Affairs officers at the flotilla, division and district level who will be working with 
their commanders and Linda Shogren to significantly increase the quantity and quality of 
information about Auxiliary activities in Alaska. 
 
Remember, PA is a command responsibility, so all of our new Flotilla Commanders for 2009 
should work closely with their FSO-PA to reap the benefit of all of this training. And, it is important 
to remember that all Auxiliary members are involved in Public Affairs. When we wear the uniform 
and interact with the public, we are representing the Coast Guard and it is important to let the 
public know that the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, is the uniformed civilian, volunteer 
Component of Team Coast Guard that assists the active duty Coast Guard in all of its varied 
missions, except for military and direct law enforcement and we can be found on the nation's 
waterways, in the air, in classrooms and on the dock, performing Maritime Domain Awareness 
patrols, safety patrols, vessel safety checks and public education.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



International Team of Rescuers Cited for Heroism following Daring 
Rescue at Sea

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary  
Public Affairs

 

Date: 23 September 2008 

PRESS RELEASE
Contact: Linda Shogren  

Public Affairs Officer  
District 17 U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary  

(907) 272-4282  
arcticlunasea@yahoo.com

 

International Team of Rescuers Cited for Heroism following Daring Rescue at Sea 

WASHINGTON, DC – Three members of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and one member of 
the Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary will be presented with the Silver Medal Award from the 
Association for Rescue at Sea “for demonstrating outstanding skill and decision-making in a 
heroic rescue” of 13 people from a sinking boat last spring. The Silver Medal Award is the 
highest search and rescue award given to members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary by a 
civilian organization. The ceremony will be held in Washington, DC on September 25, 2008  

On April 25, 2007, approximately 20 miles from the picturesque sea port town of Homer, 
Alaska, the Halibut Endeavor, a 39 foot charter fishing boat with 13 souls on board (11 
passengers and 2 crew) began taking on water and issued a distress call. Training about 20 
miles away, was a high speed 27’ Coast Guard Auxiliary boat manned by an international 
crew of Coast Guard Auxiliarists; Shane Taylor of Anchorage, Richard Liebe of Anchorage, 
Raymond Miller of Fairbanks, and Mike Cupit, on loan as part of an exchange program from 
the Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary. When they heard the call for help they immediately 
changed course and raced to the aid of the distressed boat. When they arrived, they found 
the rear of the Halibut Endeavor close to submersion with the 11 passengers positioned at 
the front of boat apparently in an effort to keep the boat from tipping over into the 39 
degree water. After quickly assessing the situation the Auxiliary crew moved the rescue 
boat into position and pulled the 11 passengers to safety. Within seconds of rescuing the 11 
passengers the distressed boat rolled onto its side with the 2 crew members still on board 
forcing the rescue boat to pull back to a safe distance. The rescue boat again maneuvered 
next to the Halibut Endeavor to save the 2 crew members only seconds before the doomed 
boat sank.  

Established in February of 2000, the Association for Rescue at Sea's (AFRAS) Silver Medal is 
presented at the AFRAS award ceremony held each fall on Capitol Hill. This ceremony is 
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attended by members of Congress, AFRAS members, the Commandant of the Coast Guard, 
and other senior Coast Guard personnel. To be eligible for the AFRAS Silver Medal the 
Auxiliarist(s) must have performed a rescue involving the saving of a life or lives from either 
inland or coastal waters where the heroic action of the nominee was uniquely distinguished.  

The U.S. Coast Guard, Active Duty, Reserve and Auxiliary members, continuously train so 
they are always ready to save the lives of those in trouble on our Nation’s waterways, it is 
part of their guardian ethos. 

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary is the uniformed civilian component of the United States 
Coast Guard. Created by an Act of Congress in 1939, the Auxiliary directly supports the 
Coast Guard in all missions, except military and direct law enforcement actions.  

 

Pictured: Coast Guard Auxiliary Rescue boat returning to port following dramatic rescue at 
sea. (Photo by Stewart Sterling, USCGAUX) 

### 
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